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Honorary Co-Chair 
U.S. Ambassador to Japan (2000-2005) 
2008 Recipient, Grand Cordon of the Order of 
the Pawlonia Flowers 
The Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
 
Honorary Co-Chair 
The Honorable Phil Bredesen 
Governor, State of Tennessee 
 
Chairman Emeritus & Counselor 
2007 Recipient, Order of the Rising Sun, 
Gold Rays with Rosette 
Arnold E. Perl 
Partner, Ford & Harrison 
 
Officers 
 
Robert C. Arnett     President 
 
Edward G. Nelson Vice-president 
2008 Recipient, Order of the Rising Sun, Gold 
Rays with Neck Ribbon and former Honorary 
Consul of Japan in Tennessee 
Nelson Capital Corporation 
 
Dennis Riddell 
Komatsu America Corporation 
 
John D. Walker      Treasurer 
Regions Financial Corporation 
 
 
Members of the Board of Directors 
 
James Auer, Ph.D. 
VIPPS Center for U.S.-Japan Studies & 
Cooperation 
 
Mike Beedles 
SATO America, Inc. 
 
John Butler 
Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
Hiro Ito 
FedEx Services 
 
Toru Uchibayashi 
Brother International 

 
Bob Duthie  
Duthie Associates, Inc. 
 
Mike Fedele 
Mitsui  & Co. (USA), Inc. 
 
Frederick Forster 
Blount County Partnership 
 
John Gorris 
NKC of America, Inc. 
 
Patrick J. Higgins 
Marsh, Inc. 
 
Christine Karbowiak 
Bridgestone Americas Inc. 
 
Brian Pollack 
Toshiba America Consumer Products, Inc. 
 
Mike Mizell 
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, PLLC 
 
Dena Nessari 
American Airlines 
 
Lori Odom 
TN Dept. of Econ. & Community Development 
 
Hideo Sakai 
Denso Manufacturing Athens Tennessee, Inc. 
 
Mark Stout 
Nissan North America, Inc. 
 
Mr. Kanzi Takayama 
Goh America Corporation 
 
Nobuo Takeuchi 
Denso Manufacturing Tennessee, Inc. 
 
M. Kim Vance 
Baker, Caldwell, Bearman & Berkowitz 
 
Celeste R. Wilson 
NMG Advisers, Inc  
 

 


